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est was replaced by a more general tax wMch endeavored in
some way to reach the individual condition of the taxpayer.
Thus in France shortly after the Revolution the " personal
and movable" tax was introduced, which tried to reach a
man's individual condition through his expenditures 51 while
in Prussia the three taxes mentioned above were supple-
mented by a class tax, which was to reach the taxpayer in
some rough proportion to his revenue.

In the course of time, however, it came to be recognized
that product was for many reasons too rough a test of
faculty; and the tendency, recent evidence of which has
been seen above, was to replace product by income. Thus,
the class tax in Prussia was somewhat modified as early as
1821 in the direction of an income tax, until after successive
changes in 1851 and 1873 it became a complete general
income tax in 1891. The land, house and business taxes
were nevertheless retained. This mixture of taxes on
product and on income was recognized as illogical, but
was defended on the ground that the government could
not yet dispense with the former. At the same time the
business tax was radically reformed, so as to afford a far
more accurate criterion of real business income. The re-
form of the income tax and of the business tax, while exceed-
ingly important, will be passed over here, partly because the
laws were enacted several years ago and have been well treated
as separate measures elsewhere,2 and partly because the
principles involved are about the same as those alluded to
in the reform of Dutch taxation. Above all, the real signili-

1 In France, it is true, there is an additional tax, "the door and window
tax."   But all French writers confess that it is retained simply because of
the difficulty of finding anything acceptable to take its place.

2  Of. J". A. Hill,  " The Prussian Income Tax/7 Quarterly Journal of
Economics, vi., p. 207, and an article on "The Prussian Business Tax,'1 by
the same writer, ibid, viii., p. 77.   The most elaborate treatment of the sub-
ject is to be found in two articles by Professor A. Wagner, u'Die Keform
derdirekten Staatsbesteuerung in Preussen im Jahre 1801,'* Finanz-Archiv,
viii., pp. 551-810, and xi., pp. 1-76.    Of. the articles by Jastrow, " Studicn
zur preussisclien Einkommensteuer," in JahMcher fur Nationalokonomie
und Statistik, Iviii., pp. 634, 839, and lix., p. 76.